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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants' arguments, with respect to claims 1 - 20, filed March 18, 2004 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive for the following reasons. 

2. Applicants argue: 

(a) This teaching, it appears, does not directly relate to sharing or processing of 
units of work descriptions; but; rather, relates to fixing certain software-fixable channel 
problems automatically. Messages are discussed but not unit of work descriptions 
(Page 1 1 , Paragraph 3). 

(b) At Fig. 29 of Martin, step 846, a table of sub-units of work is created; but, 
there is no indication that it is shared and processed by resource managers of a group, 
let alone by managers notified of connection failure of another member of the group 
(Page 12, Paragraph 2). 

(c) While Faulkner's teaching may fix some types of connection problems swiftly 
and automatically, many problems affecting work processing such as corruption of 
resource manager program or a channel failure requiring maintenance action beyond a 
restart, are not readily resolvable (Page 12, Paragraph 4). 

(d) Applicant shifts the unit of work to one or more other managers of the 
identified group that shares the storage areas. This is not saving sub-unit of completed 
work as taught by Martin (Page 13, Paragraph 2). 
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(e) Applicant's approach of storing units of work in a common storage by an 
identified group of managers is emphasized in independent claims 1,15, 19 and 20, as 
is accessing and recovering, responsive to notice of a manager connection problem by 
other managers (Page 13, Paragraph 2). 

(f) The primary reference, Faulkner, does not appear to even mention units of 
work descriptors or their storage, a significant focus of Applicant's answer to connection 
problems that is highlighted in all of the claims (page 14, paragraph 1). 

In response to Applicants' arguments, Examiner wishes to point out that this 
rejection is 35 USC 103 rejections and that the Applicant is attacking each reference 
individually. One cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 
F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 
375 (Fed.Cir. 1986). 

Regarding argument (a): Examiner wishes to point out that in the specification on 
page 2, lines 26 - 27, applicants declare "resource mangers" as "queue managers" and 
on page 5, lines 7-9 and page 31, line 9, applicants declare "resource manager" as 
"queuing subsystem". Also on page 6, lines 21 - 23 of the specification, applicants 
declare "Messages" as part of "unit of work". Although the claims are interpreted in light 
of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See 
In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Therefore, 
Faulkner discloses processing of units of work as shown on column 1 , lines 40 - 51 "As 
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shown in FIG. 2, queues are nnanaged by queue nnanagers. The queue manager 
insures that messages are put on the proper queue and routed to the appropriate 
destinations. Each queue manager is manifest as a separate object of the queue 
manager or object type. As shown in FIG. 2, the application 10 sends a message 12 to 
the queue manager 18, which stores the message 12 on the queue 14. The queue 
manager 18 retrieves the message 12 from the queue 14 and fonA/ards the message to 
the application 16". 

Regarding argument (b): again, the applicants are attacking the references 
individually wherein the rejections are based on combinations of references. Faulkner 
discloses processing and sharing of messages among queue managers and shown in 
column 1, lines 40-51 and column 3, lines 19-25 while Martin discloses in column 
10, line 64 through column 1 1 , line 6 that data resources in repository is shared among 
other database tools. It is implicit that these database tools are resource managers. 

Regarding arguments (c) and (d): It is respectfully noted that Applicants' 
arguments appear incommensurate in scope with the limitations of representative 
claims. In particular, the examiner does not see "corruption of resource manager 
program or a channel failure requiring maintenance action beyond a restart", nor does 
the examiner see "shifts the unit of work to one or more other managers of the identified 
group that shares the storage areas". 

Regarding argument (e): Please refer to response to argument (a). Since the 
applicants declare that "Messages" are part of unit of work, it is implicit that Faulkner 
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discloses storing units of work in a common storage as shown in column 1 , lines 40 - 
51 which is herein applied to independent claims 1,15, 19 and 20. 

Regarding argument (f): again, the applicants are attacking the references 
individually wherein the rejections are based on combinations of references. However, 
referring to the response to argument (a), messages are declared as unit of work by the 
applicants. Hence, Faulkner fairly suggests units of work and their storage as disclosed 
in column 1 , lines 40 - 51 . 

3. In view of the above, the examiner contends that all limitations as recited in the 
claims have been addressed in this Office Action. For the above reasons, Examiner 
believed that rejection of the last Office action (paper number 4) was proper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1 - 7, and 14 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S Patent 6,434,605 issued to Paul Faulkner et al 
(hereinafter "Faulkner'') in view of U.S. Patent 6,092,086 issued to James L. 
Martin et al (hereinafter "Martin"). 

Regarding claim 1 , Faulkner teaches a method for recovering from failures 
affecting a resource manager within a group of resource managers, wherein the 
resource managers within the group have access to a shared resource via which 
remote resource managers communicate with the resource managers within the group, 
the shared resource including data storage structures to which resource managers 
within said group connect to send and receive communications, the method comprising: 

storing, within a first data storage structure of the shared resource, unit of work 
descriptors for operations performed in relation to said shared resource by the resource 
managers in said group (see column 1 , lines 33 - 51 ); 

sending a notification of a connection failure between a second data storage 
structure of the shared resource and a first resource manager within said group, the 
notification being sent to the remaining resource managers within the group which are 
connected to the second data storage structure (see column 3, lines 19 - 25); 
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one or more of said remaining resource managers accessing said first data storage 
structure and analysing the unit of work descriptors to identify the units of work relating 
to the second data storage structure that were being performed by the first resource 
manager when the connection failure occurred (see column 3, lines 25 - 32). 

Faulkner does not explicitly teach said one or more remaining resource managers 
recovering the identified units of work. 

Martin teaches said one or more remaining resource managers recovering the 
identified units of work (see column 5, lines 31 -42 and column 26, lines 16-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine teaching of Martin with the teaching of Faulkner wherein resource 
manager in conjunction with a process controller perform the necessary tasks. The 
motivation is that the resource manage is cable of concurrent processing of retrieving 
and a two-phase commit in a distributed transaction processing. 

Regarding claim 2, Faulkner teaches if there are no remaining resource managers 
connected to the second data storage structure after said connection failure, said 
notification is sent to a remaining resource manager when that resource manager 
connects to the second data storage structure (see column 3, lines 19 - 25). 



Regarding claim 3, Martin teaches if there are no remaining resource managers 
connected to the second data storage structure after said connection failure, the failed 
resource manager determines when it is restarted whether any other resource manager 



Application/Control Number: 09/912,279 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2172 

has performed recovery for its units of work relating to the second data storage 
structure and, upon determining that no resource manager has performed said 
recovery, the restarted resource manager recovers said units of work (see column 20, 
lines 63 - 67 and column 21 , lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 4, Martin teaches wherein all remaining resource managers within 
the group which are connected to the second data storage structure respond to said 
notification by attempting to access said first data storage structure to identify units of 
work to recover, and the method includes the further steps of: 

responsive to a first remaining resource manager identifying a unit of work to 
recover, said first remaining resource manager attempting to set a flag for said unit of 
work (see column 32, lines 13-27); 

responsive to successfully setting said flag, assigning recovery responsibility for said 
unit of work to said first remaining resource manager (see column 31 , lines 38 - 47); 
and 

refusing to assign recovery responsibility for said unit of work to said first remaining 
resource manager if said flag has been set by another remaining resource manager 
(see column 31 , lines 48 - 57). 

Regarding claim 5, Martin teaches responsive to said flag having been set by 
another remaining resource manager, said first remaining resource manager attempting 
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to identify a furttier unit of work to recover and attempting to set a flag for said identified 
further unit of work (see column 32, lines 19-27). 

Regarding claim 6, Faulkner teaches including the following steps in response to a 
connection failure between the second data storage structure of the shared resource 
and said first remaining resource manager during recovery of said unit of work: 

sending a notification of said connection failure to the remaining resource managers 
within the group which are connected to the second data storage structure (see column 
3, lines 48 - 53); 

one or more of said remaining resource managers accessing said first data storage 
structure and analysing the unit of work descriptors to identify the units of work relating 
to the second data storage structure that were being performed by the first remaining 
resource manager when the connection failure occurred (see column 3, lines 25 - 32), 

Faulkner does not explicitly teach said one or more remaining resource managers 
recovering the identified units of work 

Martin teaches said one or more remaining resource managers recovering the 
identified units of work (see column 5, lines 31 -42 and column 26, lines 16-19), 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine teaching of Martin with the teaching of Faulkner wherein resource 
manager in conjunction with a process controller perform the necessary tasks. The 
motivation is that the resource manage is cable of concurrent processing of retrieving 
and a two-phase commit in a distributed transaction processing. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 17, Martin teaches wherein the unit of work descriptors 
include: 

a unit of work identifier (see column 42, lines 50 - 53); 

an identification of messages put or retrieved within the unit of work (see column 36, 
lines 40 - 42); 

a status for the unit of work (see column 32, lines 40 - 45); and 
a sequence number (see column 36, lines 50 - 67). 

Regarding claim 14, Martin teaches wherein a single unit of work represented by 
a unit of work descriptor may include operations performed in relation to a plurality of 
data storage structures, and wherein the partial units of work corresponding to said 
operations are recovered by different ones of said remaining resource managers within 
the group (see column 31 , lines 38 - 54). 

Regarding claim 15, Faulkner teaches a method for recovering from failures 
affecting a resource manager within a group of resource managers, wherein the 
resource managers within the group have access to a shared resource, the shared 
resource including data storage structures to which resource managers within said 
group connect to perform operations in relation to data held in said shared resource, the 
method comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 2,279 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2172 

storing, within a first data storage structure of the shared resource, unit of work 
descriptors for operations performed by the resource managers in said group in relation 
to data held in said shared resource (see column 1 , lines 31 - 58); 

sending a notification of a connection failure between a second data storage 
structure of the shared resource and a first resource manager within said group, the 
notification being sent to the remaining resource managers within the group which are 
connected to the second data storage structure (see column 3, lines 1 9 - 25); 

one or more of said remaining resource managers accessing said first data storage 
structure and analysing the unit of work descriptors to identify the units of work relating 
to the second data storage structure that were being performed by the first resource 
manager when the connection failure occurred (see column 3, lines 25 - 32). 

Faulkner does not explicitly teach said one or more remaining resource managers 
recovering the identified units of work 

Martin teaches said one or more remaining resource managers recovering the 
identified units of work (see column 5, lines 31 -42 and column 26, lines 16-19), 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine teaching of Martin with the teaching of Faulkner wherein resource 
manager in conjunction with a process controller perform the necessary tasks. The 
motivation is that the resource manage is cable of concurrent processing of retrieving 
and a two-phase commit in a distributed transaction processing. 
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Regarding clainn 16, Faulkner teaches wherein the data storage structures of said 
shared resource include data storage structures which contain shared message queues 
and said operations performed in relation to said shared resource include putting 
messages onto a shared message queue and retrieving messages from a shared 
message queue, for communication between a remote resource manager and resource 
managers within said group (see column 1, lines 41 - 51). 

Regarding claim 18, Martin teaches wherein the operations of putting messages 
onto a shared queue and retrieving messages from a shared queue are performed 
under transactional scope such that a message which is put is only available to 
resource managers other that the resource manager putting the message after 
commitment of the put operation and a message which is retrieved is only available to 
the retrieving resource manager after commitment of the retrieval operation, and 
wherein said stored unit of work descriptors identify each of the following: 

units of work that were uncommitted but for which a decision to commit had been 
made when the failure occurred (see column 5, lines 31 - 42); 

units of work that were uncommitted but for which a decision to abort had been 
made when the failure occurred (see column 5, lines 43 - 51); and 

units of work for which no commit or abort decision had been made when the failure 
occurred (see column 5, lines 51 - 61); and 

wherein recovering the identified units of work comprises (see column 32, lines 14 - 
18): 
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committing message put and retrieval operations for which a decision to commit had 
been made (see column 32, lines 40 - 55); 

backing out message put and retrieval operations for which a decision to back out 
had been made (see column 35, lines 10-18); and 

backing out message put and message retrieval operations for which no commit or 
abort decision had been made (see column 37, lines 48 - 53). 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, Faulkner teaches a distributed data processing system 
and a computer program product comprising program code recorded on a machine- 
readable recording medium, the program code comprising the following set of 
components: 

a shared access resource including data storage structures to which the resource 
managers connect to send and receive communications to and from remote resource 
managers, the shared access resource including (see Martin column 27, lines 22 - 40): 
means for storing, within a first data storage structure of the shared resource, 
unit of work descriptors for operations performed in relation to said shared resource 
by the resource managers in said plurality (see column 1 , lines 40 - 50); and 

means for sending a notification of a connection failure between a second data 
storage structure of the shared resource and a first resource manager within said 
plurality, the notification being sent to the remaining resource managers within the 
plurality which are connected to the second data storage structure (see column 3, 
lines 19-25); 
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wherein said remaining resource managers include: 

means for accessing said first data storage stmcture and analysing the unit of 
work descriptors to identify the units of work relating to the second data storage 
structure that were being performed by the first resource manager when the 
connection failure occurred (see column 3, lines 25 - 32). 
Faulkner does not explicitly teach a plurality of resource managers; means for 
storing, within a first data storage structure of the shared resource, unit of work 
descriptors for operations performed in relation to said shared resource by the resource 
managers in said plurality; and means for recovering the identified units of work. 
Martin teaches a plurality of resource managers (see column 26, lines 16 - 24); 
means for storing, within a first data storage structure of the shared resource, unit of 
work descriptors for operations performed in relation to said shared resource by the 
resource managers in said plurality (see column 1 , lines 40 - 50); and 

means for recovering the identified units of work (see column 32, lines 14 - 18). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine teaching of Martin with the teaching of Faulkner wherein resource 
manager in conjunction with a process controller perform the necessary tasks. The 
motivation is that the resource manage is cable of concurrent processing of retrieving 
and a two-phase commit in a distributed transaction processing. 
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6. Claims 8 - 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Faulkner in view of Martin and further in view of U.S. Patent 6,353,834 issued to 
David W.H. Wong et al (hereinafter "Wong"). 

Regarding claim 8, Faulkner and Martin disclose the claimed subject matter as 
discussed in claim 1 . Faulkner or Martin does not explicitly teach list header. 

However, Wong teaches wherein the shared resource is a coupling facility list 
structure, the second data storage structure is a coupling facility list structure in which a 
coupling facility list header represents a shared access message queue, and the first 
data storage structure is an administration list structure of the coupling facility for storing 
unit of work descriptors (see column 7, lines 14 - 24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine teaching of Wong with the teaching of Faulkner and Martin 
wherein the header record the messages stored in the queue, the motivation is that the 
header makes the retrieval of messages easy since the location and order of arrival of 
messages are listed in the header. 

Regarding claim 9, Wong teaches storing within the coupling facility, for each 
resource manager within the group, a list header information map representing the set 
of shared access message queues within the second data storage structure for which 
the resource manager has performed some work (see column 3, lines 66 - 67 and 
column 4, lines 1 - 9). 
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Regarding clainn 10, Wong teaches reading said list header information map during 
recovery to identify the set of shared access message queues within the second data 
storage structure for which the failed resource manager has performed some work (see 
column 4, lines 65 ~ 67 and column 5, lines 1 - 7). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Wong teaches storing within the shared resource a structure 
interest map identifying the set of data storage structures to which respective resource 
managers within said group are connected (see column 4, lines 10 - 39). 

Regarding claim 12, Faulkner teaches the step of recovering the identified units of 
work is a first recovery phase and wherein the method includes a second recovery 
phase comprising the steps of: 

identifying any operations performed by the failed resource manager on said set of 
data storage structures which were not recovered in the first recovery phase (see 
column 6, lines 37 - 67 and column 7, lines 1-17); and 

one or more of said remaining resource managers then backing out said 
unrecovered operations (see column 6, lines 47 - 52). 

Faulkner or martin does not explicitly teach resource manager. 

Wong teaches reading the structure interest map for the failed resource manager to 
identify the set of data storage structures to which the failed resource manager was 
connected at the time of said connection failure (see column 3, lines 51 - 58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine teaching of Wong with the teaching of Faulkner and Martin 
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wherein resource manager implements the backing out of uncommitted data during 
system failure. The motivation is that the resource manage is cable of concurrent 
processing of recovery and a two-phase commit in a distributed transaction processing. 

Regarding claim 13, Faulkner teaches setting a key for operations performed in 
relation to the shared resource, the key identifying the resource manager which 
performed the operation, and wherein the identification of operations performed by the 
failed resource manager comprises checking said keys for unrecovered operations 
performed in relation to any of said set of data storage structures (see column 5, lines 
16-24), 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E, Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Fred I. Ehichioya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2172 
May 13, 2004 




